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New Objects:  StudentActivityInfo and StudentActivityParticipation

End User Business and Use Cases
Currently there is no way in SIF to communicate the types of student co-curricular and extra-curricular activities available in a zone, nor is there a way to show which students are participating in these activities.  Creating two new objects will allow communication of this information.
1. Athletic software used by coaches – these applications need to be able to request information on athletes to populate and update their data.  They also need to be able to publish changes to a student’s participation in an activity.

2. Some systems would like to do performance analysis based on the activities that students participate in.
3. Having this information available in event-based objects will create a source for similar elements in Student Record Exchange objects.

The objects are designed to be used in both a request/response and event reporting (change/add/delete) capacity.

New Objects:  ContactPersonal and StudentContactRelationship
Changed Object:  StudentContact

End User Business and Use Cases

There has been a long-standing need to be able to communicate a student contact as a unique person.  The current StudentContact object represents a relationship, not a person.  ContactPersonal will represent a unique person, and StudentContactRelationship will represent the relationship between that person and the student.  
1. A parent portal would like to be able to set up one login for a parent, regardless of how many children the parent has attending schools in the zone.
2. A system would like to send letters to parents, but would like to send only one letter per parent.

The new objects are designed to be used in both a request/response and event reporting (change/add/delete) capacity.

ContactPersonal will use the new common element PersonInfo proposed by the Data Model Task Force.

It is recognized that there will be two ways of obtaining contact information from the zone.  StudentContact will be permanently deprecated, with no immediate plans to remove it from the specification.  This is necessary because some systems providing the existing object are not capable of identifying contacts as unique people.  Over time, it is expected that systems will shift away from the original object and begin to support the new objects.

Changed Object:  StudentSchoolEnrollment
End User Business and Use Cases
1. Within each school year and school, calendars are usually defined for each unique set of instructional/attendance/membership days and minutes of instruction.  There are typically between 1 and 5 calendars per school. (Sometimes more).   On any given day of enrollment, a student is associated with one calendar.  This is tied to entry/withdrawal values for a student (StudentSchoolEnrollment).  Students may change calendars during a school year.  We need to be able to track this movement and know which calendar they are on at any given time.
An optional CalendarSummaryRefId element will be added to StudentSchoolEnrollment.  
To help discern between actual exits and when the user is closing an enrollment record to preserve a time-dependent element (calendar, FTE, FTPTStatus, GradeLevel, ResidencyStatus, etc.), a new optional RecordClosureReason element will be added, with an option set consisting of SchoolExit, TimeDependentDataChange, and EndOfYear (supersedes the other options).  The EndOfYear option must be used to convey status change due to rollover activity. 
Descriptions of EntryDate, EntryType, ExitDate, and ExitType will also be modified to help clarify the values expected under different circumstances.
2. A way is needed to communicate that a student was promoted, retained, or demoted at the end of a school year or when exiting a school for vertical reporting and Student Record Exchange purposes.  The student’s next grade level assignment is determined at the end of each school session. Another evaluation of grade assignment seems to be made as the student enters a new school year, when summer school results for assessment and instruction are received. When the decision is made that the student is “retained,” “promoted,” or “demoted” (reassigned to a lower grade), the communication of this promotion/retention status is used in assigning students to supplemental services (extended day, and/or tutoring), required summer school, and retaking of assessment(s). This is also needed so that subscribing agents can properly handle business rules for that sort of enrollment change (i.e., a directory service subscribing agent won't deactivate the account if a student has not left the school/district).
New optional elements will be added to StudentSchoolEnrollment – PromotionStatus, PromotionType, and NonpromotionReason.  
PromotionStatus will have options Promoted, Demoted, Retained, and NA.  The description will inform subscribers to expect a value other than NA if the instance represents an end of year closeout or mid-year promotion/demotion.
Promotion Type (NCES 0672) – optional:

1973 Regular promotion 

1974 Accelerated promotion 

1975 Continuous promotion 

1976 Probationary promotion 

1977 Social promotion 

1978 Variable progress 

9999 Other

Nonpromotion Reason (NCES 0673) – optional: 

1979 Failed to meet testing requirements 

1980 Illness 

1981 Immaturity 

1982 Inadequate performance 

1983 Insufficient credits 

1984 Prolonged absence

9999 Other

Publishers will be instructed not to publish PromotionType or NonpromotionReason if PromotionStatus is not supported.  Descriptive changes to EntryDate, EntryType, ExitDate, and ExitType mentioned above will also help clarify their meaning.
Changed Common Element:  OtherId
End User Business and Use Cases

A solution is needed for a reporting issue encountered in multiple state implementations where students are assigned multiple state identifiers. When this problem occurs, there is no SIF way for districts or reporting agencies to communicate the additional IDs to the state. The inability to communicate additional identifiers impacts the ability for states to track longitudinal student data as well as make accurate funding decisions.  Although this problem occurs infrequently (usually due to the human factor involved when resolving ambiguous matches), it does occur often enough to warrant a solution.

OtherIdList/OtherId will have a new option for the Type attribute:  0686 (State Assigned Number).  The description for OtherId will be modified to read “Note: Do NOT use this element for a student’s current, valid state-assigned identifier—use the StateProvinceId element.  This OtherId Type is only for previously-assigned official state IDs, or other state-level IDs that are not the student’s primary state identifier.  Multiple OtherId values may be present with the ‘0686’ Type.”  This solution allows for repeatable identifiers and minimizes the impact on the specification.
Time Line

It is anticipated that these changes will be ready for the 2.3 specification.

Changes to Other Objects

No changes to other objects will be necessary, except for those noted above.

Infrastructure Changes

No changes to infrastructure will be necessary.
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